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Cncufli thy haften’d widowhood with the cold 
( m mati imcnial treafon : fo farewell. & Milton . 
2. L ft ate fettled on a widow. Notin ufe. 
t or that dcw’ry, Til ziffure her of 
Her widowhood , be it that fhe furvives me, 

In all my lands. _ Shake/p. Taming of the Shrew. 

Vjdovvku nter. n.f. [widrw and hunter.] One who courts 
widows for a jointure. 

The widowhuntcrs about town often afford them great di- 

, v ' er IOn ' , . Addifon' s Spectator. 

Widowmaker. n.f. [widow and maker.] One who deprives 
women of their hufbands. 

^ It grieves my foul 

T hat I muft draw this metal from my fide 
, To be a widowmaker. Shakefp. King John. 

Widow-wail. n.f. [widow and wail] A plant. 

It hath a flower confifting of one leaf, which is deeply di- 
vided into three parts : the cup of the flower is alfo of one 
eat, divided into three fegmentsj the fruit con fills of three 
hard berries clofely joined together ; in each of which is con- 
tained one oblong feed; to which may be added, it hath the 
appearance of a Ihrub, and the leaves are fmall and oblonc. 

fc> 

ttt r rr . Miller. 

■ Vidth. n.f [from wide.] Breadth; widenefs. A low word. 

for the width of the mortefs gage this fide, then for the 
tennant, gage on that end of the quarter you intend the tennant 
“all be made. _ Moxon. 

Let thy vines in intervals be fet, 

Indulge their width , and add a roomy fpace, 

„ ^ eir ^tremeft lines may fcarce embrace. Dryden. 

1 o W lh.LD. v. a. [pealban, Saxon ; to manage in the hand.] 

oue with full command, as a thing not too heavy for the 
holder. J 

Bale Hungarian wight, wilt thou thefpigot wield. Shakefp. 

His looks are full of peaceful majefty, 

His head by nature tram d to wear a crown. 

His hand to wield a fcepter, and himfelf 

Likely in time to blefs a regal throne. Shakefpeare. 

hetc. is that hand bolden d to blood and war, 

T^hat muft the iword in wond’rous anions wield. Daniel . 
They are in the dark before they are aware; and then they 
make a node only with terms; which, like too heavy wea- 
pons that they cannot wield, carry their ftrokes beyond their 

ami ’ Th i a c l. t 071 ^^ies. 

1 he le ait of whom could wield 

Thefe elements, and arm him with the force 

Of all their regions. Milton's Paradife Loft. 

1 wield their arms, part curb the foaming {feed. Alilton . 

TTuuf S S reat fenate could not wield that Iword, 

Which of the conquer’d world had made them lord ; 

VV hat hope had ours, while yet their pow’r was new, 
l o rule victorious armies, but by you ? Waller 

He worthieft, after him, his fword to wield, 
t Or wear his armour, or fuftain his fhield. Dryden. 

i eldy. adj. [from wield. J iVIanageablc. 

Wery. adj. [from wire. ] 

1. Made of wire : it were better written wiry. 

\ our gown going oii, fuch beauteous ftate reveals, 

As when through flow’ry meads th’ hill’s fhadow fteals ; 

Oft with that wiery coronet, and fhew 

7 he hairy diadem which on your head doth grow. Donne. 

2. Drawn into wire. 

Polymnia fhall be drawn with her hair hanging loo fe about 
er lhoulders, refembling wiery gold. Peacham on Drawing. 

3 * D rom fzeji, a pool.] Wet; wearifh ; moift. Obfolete. 
Where but by chance a filver drop hath fall’n, 

Ev n to that drop ten thoufand wiery friends 
Do glewtbemfeives in fociable grief. Shakefpeare. 

Wife. n.J. Plural wives [pip, Saxon ; wif, Dutch.] 

A woman that has a hufband. 

Your claim, fair fifter, 

I bar it in the intereft of my wife . Shakefpeare s Kin? Lear 

There’s no bottom, none 

In my \ oluptuoufnefs : your wives, your daughters, 

Tour matrons and your maids could not fill up 

T![ e C ; ft " n n °/ m Y ' uft - Shakefpeare' s Macbeth. 

Why iaidfl thou, fhe is my fifter ? fo I might have taken 
her to me to wife. Q en xll 

1 he wife, where danger or difhonour lurks, 

Safeft and feemlieft by her hufband ftays. Milton. 

I he wife her hufband murders, he the wife. Dryden . 

. * ° nd of his friend, and civil to his wife m Pope. 

2. it is uicd for a woman of low employment. 1 

Strawberry wives lay two or three great flrawberries at the 
mouth of their pot, and all the reft are little ones. Bacon. 
w 1G. n.f lYtg being a termination in the names ofmen fio-mfies 
war, or el le a heroe, from piga, a word of that fignification. 

tx r r rp . 0 _ Gibjon's Camden. 

ig. n.f. [Contracted from periwig. ] 

l. Falfe hair worn on the head. 

^ Triumphing Tories and defponding Whtes 

Jojget their feuds, and join to fave their wigs. Suift. 
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WIGHT^/^jiiK Saxon.] A perfon - a beJh 

Befhrew the witch ! with venomouCTTnf he / blolete » 
Tedious as hell ; but flies the grafps of love '■ ^ 

}• '. th win .f v ™ re momentary fwift than thought U , . 
Phis world below did need one tbif ht *hak e fp 9 

Which might thereof diftinguifh ev’ry part n . 

I his meaner wights , of truft and credit bare * Ww * 

Not fo reipedted, could not look t’effec!. ’ 

A wight he was, whofe very fight wo't’d an ‘d. 

Entitle him mirror of knighthood. . T , . 

1 he water flies all tafte of living wight 
How could’ft thou fuffer thy devoted knight ' 

On thy own day, to fall by foe opprefs’d, ’ 

I he wight of all the world who lov’d thee beft • n . 
Lis ftation he yielded up to a wight as difagreeable & him 


felf. 
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V/jght. adj. Swift; nimble. ; Outofufe. 

He was fo wimble and fo. wight', 
r rom bough to bough he leaped lio^htj 

' / And oft the pumies latched. > . Sten^ ' P a , 

Wightlv-. adv. [from wight.] Swiftly; fcLwv. ^ alu 
^ Her was her, while it was day-light, 

But now her is a moft: wretched wight; 

For day that was is wight ly paft,! 


And now at laft the night doth haft. 


V/iht. An initial in the names ofmen, fignifies ftrong ; fombk’ 
Jufty; being purely Saxon. CikrJt’l r~ / * 

WILD. adj. [pilo, Saxon; wild, Dutch.] am <n. 

1. Not tame; not domeftick. 

For I am he am born to tame you, Kate 
And bring you from a wild cat to a kate, ’ 

Conformable as other houfhold kates. Shakeheare 

v inter s not gone yet, if the wild geefe fly that way. Sbak. 

. All beafts of the earth fince wild. Milton 

2. Propagated by nature ; not cultivated. 

Whatfoever will make a wild tree a garden tree, will make 
a garden tree to have lefs core or ftone. Bacon's Natural Hiftor, 
Goofe grafs or wild tan fy is a weed that ftrong clays are ve‘ 
ly fobjeft to Mortimer's Hufiandry. 

. 1 h fy !ld bee breeds *n the flocks of old willows, in which 
tney firft bore a canal, and fornifh afterwards with hangings 
made of rofe leaves : and to finifh their work divide the whole 
into feveral rooms or nefts. Crew's Mufoeum. 

3. Defart ; uninhabited. J 

The wild beaft where he wons in foreft wild. Milton. 

4. Savage; uncivilized. 

Affairs that walk. 

As they fay fpirits do, at midnight, have 
In them a wilder nature, than the bufinefs 
7 'hat fee ks difpatch by day. Shakefpeare' s Henry VJII. 

Though the inundation deftroyed man and beaft generally, 
yet few wud inhabitants of the woods efcaped. Bacon . 

"When they might not converfe with any civil men without 
peril of their lives, whither fhould they fly but into the woods 
and mountains, and there live in a wild and barbarous man- 

11 er * Davies on Ireland. 

May thofe already curft Effexian plains, 

Where hafty death and pining ficknefs reigns, 

Prove as a defart, and none there make ftay, 

But favage beafts, or men as wild as they. IValler • 

5. Turbulent; tempeftuous; irregular. 

His paflions and his virtues lie confus’d. 

And mixt together in fo wild a tumult, 

That the whole man is quite disfigur’d in him. Addifon j 

6. Licentious; ungoverned. 

That zuild rout that tore the Thracian bard. Milton . 
Valour grown wild by pride, and pow’r by rage, 

Did the true charms of majefty impair: 

Rome by degrees advancing more in age, 

Show d fad remains of what had once been fair. Prior • 

7. Inconftant; mutable; fickle. 

In the ruling paflion, there alone, 

The wild are conftant, and the cunning known. Pope. 

8. Inordinate; loofe. 

Other bars he lays before me, 

My riots paft, my wild focieties. 

Befides, thou art a beau ; what’s that my child ? 

A fop well-dreft, extravagant and wild: 

She that cries herbs has Jefs impertinence, 

And in her calling, more of common fenfe. Dryde 

9. E T ncouth ; ftrange. 

What are thefe, 

So wither’d, and fo wild in their attire, 

T hat look not like th’ inhabitants o’ the earth, 

And yet are on 7 t. Shakefpeare' s Macbeth . 

10. Done or made without any confiftent order or plan. 

With mountains, as with weapons, arm’d; they make 
Wild work in heav’n. Milton's Paradfe Lo/h 

I he fea was very necefiary to the ends of providence, and 
would have been a very wild world had it been without. 

Woodward' s Natural Hijlory. 

11. Meerlr 
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Dryden * 
Addifon . 

Addifon . 
Pope . 


xr Meerty imaginary* 

As univerfal as thefe appear to be, an effe&ual rertiedy riiight 
be applied : I am not at prefent upon a wild fpeculative pro- 
ject but fuch a one as may be eafily put in execution. Swiff 
Wild* n.f [from the adje&ive*] A defart ; a tra£t unculti- 
vated and uninhabited. 

We fometimes 

Who dwell this wild, conftrain’d by want come forth 
To town or village nigh. Milton's Paradfe Regained. 

This gentle knight 
Forfook his eafy couch at early day,^ 

And to the wood and wilds purfu’d his way. 

Then Libya firft, of all her moifture drain’d* 

Became a barren wafte, a wild of fand. 

Is there a nation in the wilds of Afric, 

Amidft the barren rocks and burning fands 
That does not tremble at the Roman name ? 

You rais’d thefe hallow’d walls ; the defart fmil’d. 

And paradife was open’d in the wild . 

Wild Bafil. n.f. [ acinus , Lat.J A plant. 

It hath leaves like thofe of the leffer bafil ; the cup of the 
flower is oblong and furrowed ; the flowers are produced in 
bunches on the top of little footftalks, which arife from be- 
tween the footftalk of the leaf and the ftalk of the plants in 
which it differs from ferpyllum. Miller. 

Wild Cucumber, n.f. [ elaterium , Latin ] A plant. 

The branches are fomewhat like thofe of the cucumber, but 
have no tendrils ; the fruit is prickly, and when ripe burfts 
with great elafticity, and abounds with fetid juice. Miller . 

Wild Olive, n. f [ eleagnus , Latin, from Ixodoc, an olive, and 
iyvo? vitex ;] This plant hath leaves like thofe of the chafte 
tree, and a fruit like an olive. Miller . 

Wildse'rvice. n . f. [ cratagus , Lat.] A plant. 

The leaves are Angle ; the flower confifts of five leaves, 
which expand in form of a rofe. The fruit is fmall, and 
fhaped like a pear, in which are many hard feeds. Miller . 

To Wi'lder. v. a. [from wild.] To loofe or puzzle in an 
unknown or pathlefs tra£L 

The little courtiers, who ne’er come to know 
The depth of factions, as in mazes go, 

Where interefts meet, and crofs fo oft, that they 
With too much care are wilder d in the way. Dryden . 

Oh thou ! who free’ft me from my doubtful ftate. 

Long loft and wilder' d in the maze of fate. 

Be prefent ftill. 

Wi'lder n ess. n.f [from wild.] 

1. A defert ; a trail of folitude and favageriefs. 

He travell’d through wide wafteful ground, 

That nought but defert wildernefs fhew’d all around. F. Sju. 

When as the land (he faw no more appear, 

But a wild wildernefs of waters deep. 

Then ’gan fhe greatly to lament and weep. Spenfer . 

O my poor kingdom, fick with civil blows ! 

When that my care could not with-hold thy riots. 

What wilt thou do when riot is thy care ? 

O, thou wilt be a wildernefs again, 

Peopled with wolves, thy old inhabitants. 

But who can always on the billows lie ? 

The wat’ry wildernefs yields no liipply. 

All thofe animals have been obliged to change their woods 
and wildernejf 'es for lodgings in cities. Arbuth . & Pope . 

2. The ftate of being wild or di forderly. Not in ufe. 

The paths and bow’rs, doubt not, but our joint hands 
Will keep from wildernefs with eafe. Milton . 

Wi'ldfire. n.f. [wild and fire.] A compofition of inflam- 
mable materials, eafy to take fire, and hard to be extin- 
guifhed. 

When thou rann’ft up Gadfhill in the night to catch my 
horfe, I did think thou had’ft been an ignis fatuus, or a ball 
of wildfire . Shakefpeare • 

Though brimftone, pitch, wildfire , burn equally, and are 
hard to quench, yet they make no fuch firy wind as gun- 
powder. Bacon's Nat. Hijl . 

Yet fhall it in his boiling ftomach turn 

r % m D 

10 bitter poifon, and like wildfire burn ; 

He fhall call up the wealth by him devour’d. Sandys . 

No matter in the world fo proper to write with as wildfire , 
as no chara&ers can be more legible than thofe which are read 
by their own light. Addif Guard. 

In flames, like Semele’s, be brought to bed. 

While opening hell fpouts wildfire at your head. Pope . 

Wildgo osechase. n.f A purfuit of fomething as unlikely 
to be caught as the wildgoofe. 

If our wits run the wildgoofechace , I have done ; for thou 
haft more of the wildgoofe in one of thy wits, than I have in 
my whole five. Shakefpeare . 

Let a man confider the time, money, and vexation, that 
this wildgoofechace has coft him, and then fay what have I 
gotten to anfwer all this expence, but loofe, giddy frolick ? 

L' Eft range. 

WiTdinq. n.f. [ wildelinghe , Dut.] A wild four apple. 


Shakefpeare . 
Waller. 


Shakefpeare . 


Dryden* 
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Ten ruddy wildings in the wood I found. 

And flood on tip-toes, reaching from the ground. DrycL 
The red ftreak, of all cyder fruit, hath obtained the pre- 
ference, being but a kind of wilding, never pleafing to the 
palate. Mortimer * 

The wilding's fibres are contriv’d 
To draw th’ earth’s pureft fpirit, and refift 
Its feculence. Phillips* 

Wi'ldly. adv. [from wild*] 

1. Without cultivation. 

That which grows wildly of itfelf, is worth nothing. More* 

2. With diforder; with perturbation or diftraflion. 

Put your difeourfe into fome frame, and ftart not fo wildly 
from my affair. Shakefpear. 

Mrs. Page, at the door, fweating, blowing, and looking 
wildly , would needs fpeak with you. Shakefpeare * 

Young mothers wildly flare with fear oppreft, 

And ftrain their helplefs infants to their breaft. Dryden . 

His fever being come to a height, he grew delirious, and 
talked very wildly . Female Quixote* 

3. Without attention ; without judgment* 

As th’unthought accident is guilty 
Of what we wild y do, lb we profefs 
Ourfelves to be the flaves of chance, and flies 
Of every wind that blows. 

4. Irregularly. 

She, wildy wanton, wears by night away 
The figa of all our labours done by day. 

Wi'ldness. n.f. [from wild.] 

1. Rudenefs ; diforder like that of uncultivated ground. 

The heath, which was the third part of our plot, I wifh to 
be framed, as much as may be, to a natural wildnefs. Bac . 

2 . Inordinate vivacity ; irregularity of manners. 

This fame ftarved juftice hath done nothing but prated to 
me of the wildnefs of his youth, and the feats he hath done 
about Turnbal -ftreet ; and every third word a lie. Shakefp. 

He is giv’n 

To fports, to wildnefs, and much company. Shakefpeare • 

3. Savagenefs; brutality. 

He came in like a wild man ; but fuch a wildnefs as fhewed 
his eye-fight had tamed him, full of withered leaves ; which 
though they fell not, ftill threatened falling. Sidney . 

Vainly thou tell ’ft me, what the woman’s care 
Shall in the wildnefs of the wood prepare. Prior « 

4. Uncultivated ftate. 

Their wildnefs lofe, and quitting nature’s part. 

Obey the rules and difeipline of art. Dryden . 

5. Deviation from a fettled courfe ; irregularity. 

A delirium is but a (hort wildnefs of the imagination ; and 
a fettled irregularity of fancy is diftraction and madnefs. 

Watts's Log . 

6. Alienation of mind. 

Ophelia, I wifti 

That your good beauties be the happy caufe 
Of Hamlet’s wildnefs ; fo fhall I hope your virtues 
May bring him to his wonted way again. Shakefp . 

Wile. n.f. [pile, Saxon; wiel, Iflandick.] A deceit; a 
fraud ; a trick ; a ftratagem ; a practice artful, fly, and infi- 
dious. 

Their leader* by his wiles had much obtain’d. 

And done much mifehief on the Englifh ftate. 

My fentence is for open war ; of wiles 
More unexpert, I boaft not ; them let thofe 
Contrive who need. 

Life effay’d the fureft wile. 

Gilding itfelf with Laura’s Anile. 

So Sforza, curs’d with a too fertile brain. 

Loft by his wiles the pow’r his wit did gain. 

The heart of man is fo full of wiles, artifices, and deceit, 
that there is no gueffing at what he is from his fpeeches. 

Addifon $ Guardian * 

Wifdom’s above fufpedling wiles. 

The queen of learning gravely fmiles. Swift . 

W'ilful. adj. [will and full. J 

1. Stubborn; contumacious; perverfe ; inflexible. 

2. Done or fuffered by defign. 

Sthenobcea herfelf did choak 


Daniel • 

Milton . 
Rofcommon . 
Dryd. 


With wilful cord, for wanting of her will. Fairy Queen* 

Thou to me ^ 

Art all things under heav’n, all places thou, 

W ho for my wilful crime art banifh’d hence. Milton . 

The lilent flranger flood amaz’d to fee 
Contempt of wealth, and wilful poverty. Dr\:dpn 

Wx'lfully: adv. [from wilful] 7 7 

I. Obftinately ; flubbornly. 

The mother, who being determinately, leaft I fhould fay 
of a great lady wilfully, bent to marry her to Demagoras, 
tried all ways which a witty and hard-hearted mother could 

dev / e ; i Sidney* 

Evil could fhe conceal her fire, and wilfully perfevered 
fhe in it. Sidney , 
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